[Oculopharyngeal myopathies: value of myotomy of the superior sphincter of the esophagus. Apropos of a case].
Since 3 years, a 74 year-old man suffered of swallowing impairment, weight loss, bilateral ptosis and proximal muscular weakness. Electron microscopy disclosed intranuclear tubular filaments and confirmed the diagnosis of oculopharyngeal muscular dystrophy. Upper oesophageal sphincter myotomy was performed with complete improvement. Four months after surgery, swallowing disorders were not recurrent and weight gain was substantial.